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LETTER   XXXIV

Brunswick, October xqth, 1786.
THOUGH I ride post, you perceive it is not in
the spirit of dissipation.    Alas 1 what mode of life
in reality less corresponds with my natural incli-
nation   than   that   indolent  activity, if so  I may
call it, which hurries  me into  every tumult, and
among the proud and fastidious, to the utter loss
of time !    For such is the general consequence of
the confusion of society among the Germans, who
converse as they call it between themselves although
thirty   persons   should   be   present.     Thus   am  I
robbed  of study,   deprived   of my  favourite  pur-
suits, my own thoughts, and forced incessantly to
comply with forms so foreign, not to say odious,
to my nature.    You yourself, who lead a life so
full  of  hurry, but who,  however,  associate   with
the   chosen   few,   in   despite   of all  the  gifts of
nature, you must feel how difficult it is abruptly
to pass from the buzz of men to the meditations
of the closet.    Yet is this indispensably necessary,
in order to manage the aside speeches, by whichvery cool   terms with   the
